
Impact: 
Educational 
and Economic
Lost River Cave provides educational and economic 

benefits to the region and state. In addition to serving 

thousands of visitors, Lost River Cave participates 

with Western Kentucky University (WKU) and others 

on projects of shared interest, such as the 2011 

project: An Online Geotour-based Forum for Promoting 

Communication, Sustainability, and Outreach in Iconic 

Karst Landscapes.

WKU students often find a springboard into their 

careers through professional training and experiences 

at Lost River Cave. Jobs and internships support a 

variety of WKU majors including Geology, Forestry, 

Biology, Non-Profit Management, Hospitality, and 

Recreation Administration. Students also regularly 

volunteer at Lost River Cave to remove invasive plants 

on park grounds.

With the addition of a Nature Center campus and 

support for programs and operations, Lost River 

Cave will be in an even better position to serve as an 

educational venue and economic driver for the wider 

community.



Campaign Goals for Lost and Found
We welcome the financial transparency and accountability that come with inviting donors to be part of Lost River 

Cave. Our mission is to provide outdoor experiences that nurture a connection to nature and stewardship of the Karst 

environment; and to foster an appreciation of Lost River Cave’s cultural history and geologic significance. With your 

generous support, more visitors will be able to experience this natural treasure in a more meaningful way.

They may come to see what was lost, but it is our hope that in coming, they will find themselves.

Construction and Renovations  ...................................... $2,840,000
 Nature Center Campus (Nature Center, Amphitheater, Pavilion), $2,000,000

 Exhibits, Interpretive Signage, Furniture, Fixtures, Equipment, $440,000

 Property Improvements, $200,000

 Debt Service (mortgage) on Nature Center Property, $200,000

Program and Staff Support .............................................. $ 860,000

Sustainability Fund .......................................................... $ 550,000
 

  Total Goal     $4,250,000
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“I wanted to know the name of
every stone and flower and insect

and bird and beast. I wanted to know where
it got its color, where it got its life - 

but there was no one there to tell me.”- George Washington Carver
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